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The below directives, colloquially

known as “neighbourhood etiquette’,
outline the expected behaviour for
residents in Australian communities.
They cover everyday interactions, shared
responsibilities, and basic considerations
that help maintain respectful

living, minimise conflict, and keep
neighbourhoods running smoothly.




Rule #1

Excessive Noise
and the Right to a
Good Night's Sleep

In accordance with Australian
neighbourhood etiquette, residents must not
cause, permit, or otherwise unleash excessive
or unreasonable noise that may be heard from
another property and is likely to disturb the
peace of neighbouring occupants.

Without limiting Part 1, noise can be
described as, but not limited to, music, lawn
mowing, social gatherings, televisions, and
any activity capable of disrupting
neighbouring properties between the hours of:

« 10:00pm and 7:00am on weekdays, and

« 10:00pm and 8:00am on weekends and
public holidays.




Rule #1(contd)

Excessive Noise and the Right
to a Good Night's Sleep

Example Translation

A resident hosting a social gathering shall Don’t make excessive noise late at night or
reduce noise levels after standard evening early in the morning— your neighbours don'’t
hours or relocate activities indoors to want to hear your favourite song on repeat
prevent disturbance. at 1am or be woken up by your leaf blower

at 7am.

The findings:

« 63% of Australians agree keeping « Nearly two in three Australians draw « 35% say the acceptable lawn
noise down after a certain hour the weekday noise line before 10pm. mowing window opens at 8 to 9am
is a core neighbourhood rule. On weekends, only 38% say noise but varies depending on state and
after 11pm is acceptable. generation. Queensland is the
strictest state on noise timing.




Rule #2 Residents shall not obstruct, block,
or otherwise impede access to another resident’s
driveway, whether temporarily, partially, or on

Parking Conduct eyl

d A In addition, all vehicles must be parked
q n CCGSS considerately so as not to unreasonably interfere
with the use and enjoyment of neighbouring

P rOte Ct | O n properties or shared spaces. This includes,

but is not limited to:

occupying another resident’s parking
space without consent

long-term parking directly in front of
another property where reasonable
alternatives exist

blocking access to pathways, bins,
or property entry points.

This directive applies equally to
residents, visitors, delivery drivers, and
any vehicle utilising street parking.
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Rule #2 (contd)

Parking Conduct
and Access Protection

Example

Parking in a position that prevents a
neighbour from exiting their driveway
constitutes a breach of this directive.

The findings:

« Not blocking driveways is
the second most popular
unwritten neighbourhood
rule (61%).

« ltis the most prevalent
issue that Australians
would speak up about
(blocking the driveway
(56%), late-night
noise (52%), and noisy
pets (41%).

Translation

won't be.

Don'’t park in front of someone’s driveway
— even a slight overhang on the driveway
banking on “she’ll be right”, chances are she

» Aussie homeowners are
more likely to speak up
about blocked driveways,
compared to apartment
dwellers (58% vs 50%).

« Among the generations
that endorse this rule,
Baby Boomers lead the
charge (71%), followed by
Millennials (56%) and then
Gen Zs (49%).




Rule #3 Part 1 - Residents are expected to
acknowledge neighbouring individuals
when encountering them in shared or

N e i g h bo U r public spaces.
Acknowledgement A A
P r ot O C O I wave, smile, or brief verbal greeting.
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Rule #3 (cont'd)

Neighbour Acknowledgement
Protocol

Example

Passing a neighbour while walking or
driving and offering a simple “hello”
or nod satisfies this requirement.

Translation

Say a quick hi to your neighbours - the fate
of your foreseeable residency alongside
them depends on it.

The findings:

+ Saying hello (50%) is the most .
commonly cited small action that
people could take to strengthen
communities in Australian
neighbourhoods followed by being
mindful of noise (44%), respecting
others’ space (43%), considerate
parking (38%), keeping properties tidy
(26%), helping with small tasks (21%).

Boomers are the most likely « 52% of Australians say introducing
to participate in community- yourself is the right thing to do when
strengthening actions compared someone moves into your street
to other generations, including or building.

saying hello (62%), being mindful

of noise (51%), partaking in small

tasks (30%), respecting space (49%),

parking courtesy (45%), checking

in on vulnerable neighbours (33%),

or making an effort to get to know

neighbours (29%).




Rule #4

Pet Conduct and
Control Regulation

Part 1 - Residents must ensure that all pets

are appropriately supervised and controlled
at all times.

1A - Definition: Appropriate control
includes preventing excessive noise,
avoiding roaming beyond property
boundaries, and promptly managing
pet waste.

Part 2 — Residents must take reasonable
steps to prevent pets from causing
disturbance to neighbouring households.




Rule #4 (contd)

Pet Conduct and
Control Regulation

Example Translation

Repeated or prolonged barking left Keep the early morning barking to a minimum,
unattended may be considered Casanova cats roaming the neighbourhood
non-compliant. should be kept indoors, your neighbours will
become dog waste detectives if you don't
clean up - and they will crack the case.

The findings:

« Baby Boomers are significantly « 40% of Australians say their least- « Regional residents are more likely
more likely to speak up about wanted neighbours are people to say pet conduct and control is
noisy pets (46%). with noisy pets. an unwritten neighbourhood rule,

compared to metro residents
(53% vs 47%).




Rule #5

Privacy Boundary
and Non-Intrusion
Standard

Residents must respect the privacy
and personal boundaries of neighbouring
households.

This includes avoiding unannounced
visits, unnecessary observation, or intrusion
onto private property.




Rule #5 (contd)

Privacy Boundary and
Non-Intrusion Standard

Example Translation

Attending a neighbour’s home without My home is my sanctuary, if you drop in
prior notice or invitation may be considered unannounced, | will have to put pants on —
a breach of this standard. text first for both of our safety.

The findings:

« Millennials are the most likely to « Unannounced visits are a pressure « Men are significantly more likely to
speak up about unannounced visits point unique to dense living: speak up about unannounced visits,
compared to other generations (16%). apartment dwellers are significantly compared to women (15% vs 8%).

more likely to speak up about
unannounced visits (16% compared
to 10% of homeowners).




*This is a light-hearted, research-based guide and is not legal advice or an actual law.

Disclaimer

This data is sourced from a survey conducted by Ideally between 2 June 2026

and 5 June 2026, involving 2,144 individuals aged 18 and above from all states and
territories within Australia. Some percentages have been rounded to the nearest whole
number. Survey results have not been independently verified by Youi and may not be
representative of the general population. Youi makes no representation or warranty

of any kind of the accuracy, adequacy, reliability, or completeness of the data and
accepts no liability for any loss or damage of any kind suffered as a result of the use

of or reliance on the data. Individual experiences may vary. Any information contained
in this article is for general information only and is not comprehensive advice.

Any recommendations should be considered against your personal circumstances.

you.insured

youl




	Rule #1: Excessive Noise and the Right to a Good Night’s Sleep
	Rule #2: Parking Conduct and Access Protection
	Rule #3: Neighbour Acknowledgement Protocol
	Rule #4: Pet Conduct and Control Regulation
	Rule #5: Privacy Boundary and Non-Intrusion Standard

